
"Big figures can only have a big impact if the
real actors of the economy are involved.
 
 While the proposals of the European
Commission are a step forward in terms of
solidarity between Member States, they are 
 not providing the necessary springboard to
profoundly enhance the resilience of our
economies. 
 
We are also concerned about democratic
accountability, as the proposals set up 
 solely bilateral negotiations processes
between the Commission and Member
States, thereby effectively bypassing the
European Parliament, local governments,
stakeholders....
 
Getting citizens into the driver seat is not an
option, it is a must. 

REPAIR AND PREPARE THE NEXT
GENERATION

E U  C O M M I S S I O N  R E C O V E R Y
P A C K A G E  /  M F F  R E V I S E D
P R O P O S A L  ( 2 7 / 0 5 / 2 0 )  
 
E N E R G Y  C I T I E S  P O S I T I O N
J U N E  2 0 2 0



1# DEFINE RESILIENCY AND INCLUDE
CONCRETE OBJECTIVES TO ASSESS
PROGRESS 
 
In the present situation, “resilience” is indeed a
word that is on every lip. But it is not always clear
what it means in practice. Through the
implementation of our local transition plans and
economic diversification strategies, we have found
the answers and believe it could be summarized in
three key aspects:
 
1.The collective capacity to organize and provide
essential services and goods, relying on a
multitude of players
 
2.The ability to harness available local resources
first, and develop a minimum sufficiency capacity
for each territory
 
3.The resulting flexibility and agility due to the
combined efforts of various actors, sectors and
solutions
 
> include the 3 objectives in the regulation for the
Recovery and resiliency facility, into the technical
assistance instruments, into the INVEST EU
regulation, into the new MFF, and
NextGenerationEU proposals

N O  S U S T A I N A B L E  R E C O V E R Y  W I L L  B E
A C H I E V E D  I F  T H E  N A T I O N A L  P L A N S  A R E
B A S I C A L Y  A  C O P Y - P A S T E  O F  T H E
" E U R O P E A N  S E M E S T E R "  A P P R O A C H  .
 
T H E  C U R R E N T  E C O N O M I C  T H I N K I N G  I S  A
G R O W T H - B A S E D  S T R A T E G Y  N O T  T A K I N G
I N T O  A C C O U N T S  C L I M A T E  N E U T R A L I T Y
O B J E C T I V E  N E I T H E R  N A T U R A L
R E S O U R C E S  L I M I T S .
 
F I N A L L Y ,  T H E  R E S I L I E N C Y  O F  E U R O P E
W I L L  L I E S  O N  S T R O N G  L O C A L  A N D
R E G I O N A L  C A P A C I T I E S  T O  A N S W E R
B A S I C  N E E D S  S H A R I N G  T H E I R  B E S T
S O L U T I O N S  W I T H  A  W I D E  C O M M U N I T Y

1  OVERARCHING

DEFINITION  OF  THE  
 RESILIENCY  WE

WANT



2# REINFORCE AND INCLUDE  ART
11. OF THE ENERGY AND CLIMATE
REGULATION INTO THE RECOVERY
AND RESILIENCY PACKAGE
REGULATION
 
The Energy and Climate regulation introduced
multi-stakholders platform to co-design  climate
strategies and energy national policies. if the
National Energy and Climate Plans (NECP) are
mentionned into the recovery regulation, the
governance is not. 
 
In addition, in our first assesment of the NECPs
they are currently weak, and the stakeholders are
most often only consulted. we ask for a complete
co-design, as the French Citizen Assembly for
Climate as showned, giving a substantive real to
participatory democracy is a powerfull tool to
reach the level of ambition we all agreed on.
 
Citizen's, local governments and stakeholders
expertise is not only vital to mobilise the society,
they will also solve tensions between contradicting
interest as showned by the Netherlands round
tables to agree on concrete sectorial and regional
targets.
 
we call for the inclusion of local and regional
resiliency assembly that will be compulsory to
include into the design and implementation of the
National recovery and resiliency plans and the Just
transition Plans.

 
 
B E C A U S E  T H E  C R I S I S  W E  A R E  I N ,  D O E S
N O T  H A V E  A N Y T H I N G  T O  D O  W I T H  T H E
F I N A N C I A L  C R I S I S  A F T E R M A T H ,  T H E
G O V E R N A N C E  P R O C E S S  D E F I N I N G
S T R A T E G I E S  A N D  A N D  A G R E E I N G  W H A T
A N D  H O W  T H E  R E C O V E R Y  P A C K A G E  W I L L
B E  S P E N D ,  
 
I N  A L L  I T S  D I M E N S I O N ,  T H E
G O V E R N A N C E  O F  T H E  " R E P A I R  A N D
P R E P A R E  E U R O P E "  N E E D S  T O  B E
C O M P L E T E L Y  R E V I S E D .
 
L O C A L  A C T O R S  W I L L  D E L I V E R ,  W I L L
M O B I L I S E ,  A S  F O R  T H E  D I R E C T  C R I S I S -
R E S P O N S E  I F  T H E Y  A R E  P A R T  O F  T H E
D E C I S I O N  P R O C E S S E S .
 
 

1  COMPLETE  REVISED

GOVERNANCE  ALL

THROUGH



3# STRONG AND DETAILLED "DO NOT
HARM" PRINCIPLE 
 
DO NOT HARM: means any measures jeopardising
our future should not be suppored. we are called
for an extended and precise definition to be
included into all regulation.
 
we are also calling for local government to be able
to use the "do not harm principle" to reject non-
compatible projects on their territorities which
would jeopardise our capacity to reach the climate
neutrality. 
 

 
 
W E  C A N  N O T  A F F O R D  T O  U S E  T H I S
R E C O V E R Y  P A C K A G E  T O  I N V E S T  I N T O
F U T U R E  S T R A N D E D  A S S E S T S  A N D
W I T H O U T  C L I M A T E  P R O O F I N G  T H E M
A L L .
 
C L I M A T E  S T R I K E S  L E A D E D  T O  T H E
G R E E N  D E A L  P R O M I S E S ,  W E  C A N  N O T
A F F O R D  D I S A P P O I N T I N G  T H E
# N E X T G E N E R A T I O N
 
L O C A L  A C T O R S  W I L L  D E L I V E R ,  W I L L
M O B I L I S E ,  A S  F O R  T H E  D I R E C T  C R I S I S -
R E S P O N S E  I F  T H E Y  A R E  P A R T  O F  T H E
D E C I S I O N  P R O C E S S E S .
 
 

1  OVERARCHING

PRINCIPLE  FOR  ALL  EU

FUNDS/BUDGETS



 On the Recovery and Resiliency Facility
include a European City and Community energy
Facility in order to build capacity of local actors to
prepare projects to be financed (such as the
eucityfacility.eu) 
 

On the Public loan facility
Ensure that the Public loans Facility under the Just
transition mechanism, wich will be available to
more regions, includes not only “traditional”
technical assistance (like in the programme ELENA,
only available for the bigger cities) but also grants to
prepare investment concepts, such as in EUCF (Art
3.3. to be revised) to be accessible to more cities.

 
On the Technical Assistance
instrument 
Ensure that the instrument which aims at advising
Member States administration how to be “efficient”
is addressing the real issues of cross-sectorial and
multi-level policies to reach the Climate neutrality.
So far this regulation is providing 1 billion € for
experts, reports and consultancy advices to
Ministries only on “should support the
implementation of growth-sustaining and resilience-
enhancing reforms undertaken at the initiative of the
Member States, and Union policy priorities and
reforms in relation to the implementation of
economic adjustment programmes.” This instrument
should aimed at increase participatory democracy
and multi-level and cross-sector governance

 
F U T H E R  D E T A I L S :  
O U R  P R O P O S A L S  O N  T H E  E U  C L I M A T E  L A W
O U R  P R O P O S A L S  O N  T H E  E U  G R E E N  D E A L
O U R  P R O P O S A L S  O N  T H E  C L I M A T E  P A C T
 
 
C O N T A C T :
C L A I R E  R O U M E T ,  D I R E C T O R ,  E N E R G Y
C I T I E S ,  T E L :  + 3 2  4 7 4 9 4 2 6 5 1 ,
C L A I R E . R O U M E T @ E N E R G Y - C I T I E S . E U
 
E N E R G Y  C I T I E S  I S  A  N E T W O R K  O F  1 , 0 0 0
L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T S  I N  3 0  C O U N T R I E S .
W E  B E L I E V E  T H A T  T H E  E N E R G Y
T R A N S I T I O N  I S  A B O U T  M O R E  T H A N
R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y  O R  G R E A T
T E C H N O L O G I E S :  I T  I S  A B O U T  A  W I S E  U S E
O F  R E S O U R C E S  W H I L E  S T R E N G T H E N I N G
L O C A L  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  A N D  W E L L - B E I N G  I N
A  D E M O C R A T I C  E U R O P E .    W W W . E N E R G Y -
C I T I E S . E U
 
T R A N S P A R E N C Y
N U M B E R :  1 1 5 1 4 3 2 2 9 6 5 - 0 5
 
 

SOME  SPECIFIC

DEMANDS  ON

DIFFERENT

PROPOSALS


