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2 Models for ECs in the city

Public Roof Private Roof





Investment and savings estimations



Recruitment material and customized studies



CEL Castellar-L’Oliveral
[First successful case of Energy Community in València]

Constitution of a non-
profit Association

• Statutes aligned with EC definition by EU 
Directive

• 59 associates including families, a local 
theater, a local farmer, offices and VCE

National regulation on 
collective self-consumption 

• Prosumers must be within 500m radius from 
installation

• To have simplified compensation for surplus 
energy P<100 kWp and at least one 
consumer must be internally connected with 
the generation installation

• An energy sharing agreement must be signed 
by all participants



CEL Castellar-L’Oliveral
[First successful case of Energy Community in València]

Municipality 
Role

• Technical, legal and administrative support from VCE through its Energy Office, as 
well as information and promotion campaign

• Intermediation between association, installation company, DSO, licensing 
authorities…

• Facilitator of public roof lent to the association during project lifetime (at least 25 
years)

• VCE acquires and distributes for free 3 kWp among vulnerable households
• Beneficiaries selected in coordination with Social Services (vulnerability criteria)
• VCE signs on behalf of vulnerable participants and keeps control over their 

participation (yearly re-assessment)



CEL Castellar-L’Oliveral
[First successful case of Energy Community in València]

49 kWp PV 
Plant

• Fully financed and owned by the 
association

• Sharing criteria: reach as many 
families as possible (0,50 kWp per 
participant)

• Only few cases have bigger 
participations

Investment and 
grant awarded

• Individual contribution (with own funds) from 
every associate according to shares

• Cost of 0,50 kWp = 600 €
• Annual savings = More than 130 €
• Association may reinvest awarded grant from 

regional authority (50% of project costs) in 
more installations



CEL Castellar-L’Oliveral
[First successful case of Energy Community in València]

Main learnings 
and findings

• High public participation due to (among others): energy 
price increase, existing neighborhood connections and 
local information campaign

• Success factors: hard work from founding members, 
implication from municipality at several levels 

• Main barriers are still at the administrative and legal 
level, as well as lack of previous examples

• Inclusion of vulnerable households is a challenging issue



CEL Aiora & Algiros
EC in private roof

• Association already created and registered (like the 
Castellar case)

• Both founding members and VCE trying to find a private 
roof for installing the PV plant

• Hard to find roofs with big PV potential and convince 
neighbours and/or companies

• Looking for alternatives in public roofs and spaces
• Next steps cannot be made without available space for 

installations



COENSOMA
Solidarity Energy Community from public school Ballester Fandos

• Association already created and registered (VCE 
participates as founding member)

• Project led by the board of the municipal school Ballester 
Fandos in collaboration with an NGO, social foundation 
and engineering start-up

• 3 sources for financing: savings from energy efficiency 
programme / prize-winning for social initiative / 
engineering company CSR

• Project ready to start, waiting for permission from the 
regional government

• Association shares surplus energy for free among 
vulnerable households nearby the school



EVENTS
Gathering of EC initiatives in the city

• Presentation from Energy Office, most 
advances cases and private sector

• Space for citizens to explain their 
initiatives, goals and needs

• Foster the creation of a “network” of 
Energy Communities, to promote 
peer learning 

• Listen and collect the needs of 
emerging ECs and find solutions from 
the public/private sector
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