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C i t i z e n  Ass emb l i es   
f o r  amb i t i o us  p o l i c i es  
 

Citizen assemblies are local or national randomly selected groups of people who deliberate on an 
important issue. In such assemblies, citizens are gathered to learn together about a topic, debate it, and 
vote on measures. Many of these assemblies have been held on climate and biodiversity-related topics. 
They commonly deliberate on much more ambitious measures than the actual policies being implemented. 
The fact that the measures are democratically supported by a representative panel of civil society give 
them more weight.  

Inspired by the success of Citizen Assemblies around Europe, this publication presents 33 tangible targets 
to speed up the ecological transition and achieve climate neutrality goals. Local authorities are at the front 
line of this transition and need to set up their own ambitious targets. Citizen Assemblies can support them 
in this process.  

 

How  d i d  we  c om e  u p   
w i t h  t h e  targ ets ?  
 

To create this list of tangible targets, we were inspired by four assemblies: 

•        The Citizen Covenant for Climate of Grenoble, France (CCC Grenoble)  
•        The Climate Assembly, UK  
•        The Citizen Covenant of Nantes, France (CC Nantes) 
•        The Local Citizen Covenant for Climate and Biodiversity of “Est-Ensemble”,1 France (CCCB Paris) 

 

Other  sources  of  i nsp irat ion  for  the  targets  

We also drew inspiration from the Flemish Local Energy and Climate Pact (Flemish Pact), a list of 10 
tangible targets for climate adaptation and mitigation. Launched by Minister Bart Somers, the pact refers 
to the European Climate Pact, an initiative of the European Commission. Since 2021, 293 local authorities 
have signed the Flemish Pact. 

Some of the targets were inspired by Dublin and Valencia’s roadmaps to reach climate neutrality by 2050. 
The targets included in these two pilot cities’ roadmaps were developed in the framework of the EU-funded 
project, TOMORROW. The project ran between 2020 and 2023 and aimed at fostering a bottom-up 
approach to the energy transition.  

•        The Roadmap of Dublin from the Tomorrow project (Dublin roadmap) 
•        The Roadmap of Valencia from the Tomorrow project (Valencia roadmap) 

Other targets were also inspired by national and local plans on energy and urban planning. We also 
integrated measures proposed in the European City Calculator, a modeling tool currently under 
development, that aims to support public authorities in reaching climate neutrality. The measures of the 
calculator result from practical examples implemented in cities around the world.  

•        France’s Energy Sufficiency Plan  
•        The European City Calculator (EUCityCalc) 
•        The Sustainable Mobility Plan through Superblocks of Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain (Vitoria-Gasteiz) 
•        The Local Urbanism Interterritorial Plan for the Grand Angouleme (PLUI Angouleme) 

Some targets are presented here as proposed on the different initiatives. Others have been slightly modified, 
either by raising their ambition or by widening their scope. A few targets have been translated into figures 
based on relevant recommendations (e.g. 1 local currency).  1 Est-Ensemble is a 

group of municipalities 
located in the east of 
Paris metropole.

https://conventionclimat.grenoblealpesmetropole.fr/
https://www.climateassembly.uk/about/index.html
https://conventioncitoyenne-nantesmetropole.fr/
https://ensemblepourleclimat.est-ensemble.fr/uploads/decidim/attachment/file/720/Charte-Convention-citoyenne-locale-Est-Ensemble-F%C3%A9vrier-2022.pdf
https://climate-pact.europa.eu/pledges/organisation-and-group-pledging/browse-organisation-group-type/local-and-regional-government-authority-pledges/flemish-government-flemish-local-energy-and-climate-pact-2021_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/european-green-deal/european-climate-pact_en
https://www.citiesoftomorrow.eu/sites/default/files/documents/ROADMAP_DUBLIN_SD_FINAL.pdf
https://www.citiesoftomorrow.eu/sites/default/files/documents/ROADMAP_VALENCIA_SD_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/dp-plan-sobriete.pdf
https://europeancitycalculator.eu/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/sites/default/files/inline/14._Superblocks_streets_designed_for_sustainable_mobility_in_Vitoria-Gasteiz.pdf
https://agence-cohesion-territoires.gouv.fr/reinvestir-les-friches-pour-limiter-letalement-urbain-763
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The targets are classified into 7 categories, following a similar classification as the one used in Citizen 
Assemblies:  

•        Agriculture and food 
•        Housing, planning and urbanism 
•        Mobility 
•        Energy production and consumption 
•        Biodiversity 
•        Circular economy 
•        Awareness-raising and prevention  

We chose to illustrate the targets with examples from existing projects of different scopes from all over 
Europe. For each target, we provide an example of a city which committed to a similar objective, an example 
from a project that was implemented, or a regulation in force which garnered significant results. 

 

How  to  us e   
t h i s  p u b l i cat i o n  
 

We want to inspire local governments to adopt some of these goals, based on what is most suitable to 
the local context. We don’t suggest they commit to reaching all targets by 2030, but rather to focus on a 
few of them and make significant steps in key areas for their territory. As done in the Flemish Pact, we 
recommend that they regularly assess and report on progress towards climate neutrality goals.  

Committing to tangible targets is a step we must take to bring ideas and goals to fruition with concrete 
results, while involving citizens and stakeholders in the process. This list is not exhaustive but covers the 
main measures taken in different cities and countries throughout Europe. 

7

categor ies
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1
Agriculture  

and  food  

t.1 compost ing  opportun ity   

for  each  c i t i zen                       7  

Par i s                                       7  

v i e nna                                     7  

t . 2 Decrease  meat  consumpt ion   

by  40%                                   7  

U n i t e d - K i n gdom                          7  

C op enhag en                               7  

t . 3 Double  the  organ ic  agr iculture   

surface  area  %                        8  

G r enob l e                                  8  

L j u b l jana                                8  

t .4 Serve  at  least  75% organ ic  or   

locally-produced  food  i n  school   

cafeter ias                              8  

Nant es                                    8  

Växjö                                      8



t.1

t.2

The Citizen Covenant of eastern Paris set up the target of developing collective 
composting opportunities for all its inhabitants. To tackle food waste, each 
municipality should provide a solution for citizens to sort their biodegradable 
waste (bio-waste), whether it is managed by the municipality itself, an 
association or by citizens themselves.

paris

Bio-waste is managed very differently from country to country. The city of Vienna 
stands as a frontrunner of waste management. For more than 50 years, the city 
has been organizing waste separation, collection and recycling, especially for 
bio-waste. As part of their “Smart and Climate City” strategy, they act at the 
source to strengthen their plan targeting a halving of food waste by 2030.

The Climate Assembly of the UK debated on the measure of cutting meat  
and dairy consumption between 20% and 40%.

target  2 :  Decrease  meat consumpt ion  by 40% 

Copenhagen and London are among the 14 major cities which committed to 
cut meat consumption in 2019 with the “Good Food Cities” project. Copenhagen 
City Hall has voted in favor of reducing the amount of meat served by public 
services such as kindergartens and hospitals. They voted for a reduction of 
25% by 2025. The country is also considering implementing a tax on food 
deemed harmful to the climate. For instance, beef would be taxed up to 33%. 

vienna

united 

kingdom

copenhagen

target  1 :  compost ing  opportun ity for  each  c it izen  
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https://smartcity.wien.gv.at/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/10/scwr_klima_poster_2022_web-EN_.pdf
 http://cphpost.dk/news/copenhagen-to-cut-down-on-meat-consumption.html
 http://cphpost.dk/news/copenhagen-to-cut-down-on-meat-consumption.html
 http://cphpost.dk/news/copenhagen-to-cut-down-on-meat-consumption.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/less-roast-pork-more-lentils-needed-reach-denmarks-climate-targets-govt-adviser-2023-02-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/less-roast-pork-more-lentils-needed-reach-denmarks-climate-targets-govt-adviser-2023-02-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/less-roast-pork-more-lentils-needed-reach-denmarks-climate-targets-govt-adviser-2023-02-28/


t.3

t.4

The Climate Citizen Covenant of Grenoble adopted a series of measures to 
support organic agriculture and agroecology. All these measures could double 
organic farming in the territory.Grenoble

In this line, Ljubljana, capital of Slovenia, is supporting more than 800 farms 
in the city limit as part of its “City rural development”. Through this plan, the 
city develops short supply chains, contributes to the preservation of farm land, 
and provides support and training to farmers and other stakeholders.

In the French city of Nantes, the Citizen Covenant has voted the target of 75% 
of organic or locally-produced food in school cafeterias by 2026. 

target  4 :  Serv e  at  least  75% organ ic  or  

locally-produced  food  in  school  cafeter ias

The Swedish city of Växjö, European Green Leaf winner in 2018, reported that 
just under half of all food served by the municipality is either organic or locally-
produced. This city is a great illustration that the path to high-quality food is 
not only desirable, but also feasible.

Ljubljana

Nantes

Vaxjo

: :

target  3 :  Double  the  organ ic  agr iculture  

surface  area 
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https://www.milanurbanfoodpolicypact.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Role-Of-Cities-In-The-Transformation-Of-Food-Systems-Sharing-Lessons-From-Milan-Pact-Cities.pdf
https://www.milanurbanfoodpolicypact.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Role-Of-Cities-In-The-Transformation-Of-Food-Systems-Sharing-Lessons-From-Milan-Pact-Cities.pdf
https://www.milanurbanfoodpolicypact.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Role-Of-Cities-In-The-Transformation-Of-Food-Systems-Sharing-Lessons-From-Milan-Pact-Cities.pdf
https://vaxjo.se/download/18.7b93907f1630fe354a6d2ab9/1525787529189/EGLA 2018 Winner Vaxjo English.pdf
https://vaxjo.se/download/18.7b93907f1630fe354a6d2ab9/1525787529189/EGLA 2018 Winner Vaxjo English.pdf
https://vaxjo.se/download/18.7b93907f1630fe354a6d2ab9/1525787529189/EGLA 2018 Winner Vaxjo English.pdf
https://vaxjo.se/download/18.7b93907f1630fe354a6d2ab9/1525787529189/EGLA 2018 Winner Vaxjo English.pdf
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2
t.5 Eco-d istr icts  cover  1 5%   

of  the  c i ty  surface  area          1 0  

E U                                         1 0  

sw i t z e r land                             1 0  

t .6 L im i t  i ndoor  temperature  

to  1 9 ° C                                   1 0  

f ranc e                                    1 0  

b e r l i n                                     1 0  

t . 7 30% i ncrease  i n  the  number   

of  roofs  covered  w ith  h i gh   

albedo  coat ing                        1 1  

G r enob l e                                  1 1  

b ar i                                        1 1  

t .8 Renovate  50  of  every  1 , 0 00   

hous ing  un its                          1 1  

f l and ers                                 1 1  

L e uv en                                    1 1  

t .9 1  m 3  add it i onal  ra inwater   

per  c i t i zen                             1 2  

t h e  F l em i s h  pact                        1 2  

ma lta                                      1 2  

t . 1 0 Recla im  80  dwell ings   

from  vacancy  every  year         1 2  

A ngou l êm e                               1 2  

p ortuga l                                 1 2

Hous ing ,  plann ing ,  

and  urban ism



t.5

t.6

Inspired by the EU City Calculator’s measure on building stock, we propose a 
target of 15% of the city surface area covered by eco-districts.

EU

A very interesting case is the 2000-watt society project in Switzerland. The 
initiative began in the 1990s at the University ETH in Zürich and set a limit of 
2000 watts of continuous power (primary energy) available to each person. 
This is enough to ensure prosperity and a high quality of life. The concept has 
been translated into a label for “2000 watts sites” such as eco-districts. 

In its Energy Sufficiency plan, the French government has presented its plan 
for energy sufficiency in October 2022 and introduced the limit for heating to 
19°C during the day (and 16°C during the night). This measure has been 
inspired by the recommendations of the NégaWatt association in France. 

target  6 :  L im it  indoor  temperature  to  1 9°C

The Covenant of Mayors Europe has proposed an energy saving sprint 
following the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022. In this context, the city of 
Berlin has taken many measures to reduce their energy consumption for 
heating in particular, such as reducing indoor temperatures to 20°C in public 
buildings and 16°C in occasionally used rooms and corridors.

Switzerland

france

berlin

target  5 :  Eco-d istr icts  cov er  15% 

of  the  c ity surface  area 
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https://www.2000watt.swiss/fr/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/uvk/klimaschutz/klimaschutz-in-der-umsetzung/vorbildrolle-oeffentliche-hand/energie-sparen-in-der-verwaltung/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/uvk/klimaschutz/klimaschutz-in-der-umsetzung/vorbildrolle-oeffentliche-hand/energie-sparen-in-der-verwaltung/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/uvk/klimaschutz/klimaschutz-in-der-umsetzung/vorbildrolle-oeffentliche-hand/energie-sparen-in-der-verwaltung/


t.7

t.8

In Grenoble, citizens proposed to increase by 30% the number of light-colored 
buildings using high albedo coating (ranging from 0 to 1).

Grenoble

The city of Bari, in the South of Italy, is using greenery and high albedo coating 
in its mitigation strategy. Almost half of the buildings in the neighborhoods of 
Madonnella and Japigia are covered by albedo coating. The latest research on 
this topic suggested this solution can considerably reduce temperatures.

Flanders is committing to renovate 5% of their housing units by 2030.

target  8 :  Renovate  50  of  ev ery 1 , 000  hous ing  un its

In the same region, Leuven is already taking the lead: the city aims to renovate 
1,000 homes and 150 other buildings per year by 2030. In order to achieve this 
goal, they established a one-stop shop to gather service providers of energy 
retrofitting, renewable energy and energy savings. 

bari

flanders

Leuven

target  7 :  30% increase  in  the  number  of  roofs  

cov ered  with  h igh  albedo  coat ing
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https://www.mdpi.com/2225-1154/10/11/177
https://en.leuven2030.be/doorbraakproject/a-one-stop-shop-for-retrofitting-support


t.9

t.10

Water scarcity is a crucial issue in cities. Thus, the Flemish pact aims to collect 
an additional 1m3 of rainwater per citizen. 

Flemish 

pact

Harvesting rainwater is common practice in Malta, which stands as one of the 
top 10 poorest countries in the world in terms of natural freshwater resource. 
The Reverse Osmosis process, implemented in Malta, collects water and stores 
it underground before it is provided to the inhabitants. The overall capacity of 
the island in term of rainwater collection is about 2 hm3.

To fight against land artificialization, the Grand Angouleme agglomeration 
decided to bring empty homes back into use at a pace of 80 units per year 
starting in 2016. The measure is part of a broader wasteland plan which 
focuses on “land sufficiency” to limit urban sprawl and achieve net land take.

target  10 :  Recla im 80  dwell ings  

from vacancy ev ery year

In February 2023, The Portuguese government announced a “more housing” 
plan, focusing on vacant housing. According to the Prime minister, €150 million 
has been pledged to fund the credit line to municipalities to carry out “works 
on vacant houses with low habitability conditions”. 

malta

Angouleme

portugal

target  9 :  1  m 3  add it ional  ra inwater  per  c it izen
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877705811048247
https://www.portugalresident.com/government-unveils-measures-to-bolster-housing-market/
https://www.portugalresident.com/government-unveils-measures-to-bolster-housing-market/
https://www.portugalresident.com/government-unveils-measures-to-bolster-housing-market/
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3
t.11 1  b i kebus  route  per  school      1 4  

d u b l i n                                    1 4  

Barc e l ona                               1 4  

t . 1 2 30  km/h  default  speed  l im i t   

i n  urban  areas                       1 4  

d u b l i n                                    1 4  

b russ e ls                                 1 4  

t . 1 3 1  meter  of  b i cycle  lanes   

per  c i t i zen                             1 5  

t h e  F l em i s h  pact                        1 5  

b r em en                                    1 5  

t . 14 1  car-free  day  per  month         1 5  

Est - ens emb l e                            1 5  

a l ban i a                                   1 5

t . 1 5 75% of  the  c i ty  center   

i s  pedestr ian                          1 6  

V i t o r i a - Gast e i z                         1 6  

G e nt                                       1 6  

t . 1 6 1 00%  low em iss ions   

publ i c  bus  f leet                     1 6  

D u b l i n                                     1 6  

N e th er lands                             1 6  

t . 1 7 1  EV  charg ing  po int  per  1 00  

c i t i zens                                1 7  

T h e  F l em i s h  pact                        1 7  

N orway                                   1 7

Mob il ity  



t.11

t.12

In its Roadmap for 2030, the city of Dublin aims to decrease the number of 
children arriving at school by car. In order to achieve this goal, the city counts 
on developing bikebus routes. The city could start by developing 1 bikebus 
route per school.

dublin

Barcelona is famous for its very developed bikebus routes or “bicibus”. The 
project started as a citizen-led project in 2021 and is now supported by the 
City Council. In the oldest route, almost 100 people (children and their parents) 
are riding every morning. 

Another interesting measure of the Dublin Roadmap is the setting the default 
speed limit to 30km/h in urban areas.

target 12 :  30 km/h default speed limit in urban areas

Implementing such a speed limit seems to have great effect on car traffic, as 
shown in Brussels. In 2018 the green party, Ecolo-Groen, set the goal of 
reducing car traffic by 25%. The Good Move Pentagone set a speed limit of  
30 km/h in the center of the city as well as others measures. After 6 months 
of implementation, they registered a 20% decrease of car traffic. 

Barcelona

dublin

brussels

target  1 1 :  1  b ikebus  route  per  school
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30

https://www.reuters.com/business/cop/barcelonas-bike-bus-scheme-kids-encourages-green-transport-habits-2022-11-28/
https://www.bruxelles.be/goodmove


t.13

t.14

To tackle the mobility topic, the Flemish pact proposes to create 1 meter of 
bicycle lanes per citizen. 

Flemish 

pact

In Germany, many cities developed an efficient network of cycling lanes, and 
Bremen is the leading city. With more than 500,000 inhabitants, Bremen boasts 
821 kilometers of bike paths. In 2020, the city went a step further, creating a 
“bicycle zone” in the Neustadt district. The zone includes 12 streets and about 
2.5 kilometers of road space. 

The Local Citizen Covenant of Est-ensemble proposes to set up a car free 
day per month, backed with free public transport.

target  14 :  1  car-free  day per  month

The Albanian Government decided to establish a car-free day per month in 
all of its cities. The country took this measure to save fuel in the context of 
the energy crisis but also for environmental and health reasons.

bremen

Est-

ensemble

albania
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target  1 3 :  1  meter  of  b icycle  lanes  per  c it izen

https://eurocities.eu/latest/bremen-germanys-first-bicycle-zone-in-the-neustadt-district-of-bremen/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/transport/news/albanian-cities-to-go-car-free-one-day-a-month-to-save-fuel/


t.15

t.16

The Spanish city of Vitoria-Gasteiz successfully made 75% of the city center 
pedestrian. Today, the total pedestrian surface is about 500,000 m2.

Vitoria-

Gasteiz 

Similar initiatives have been carried out in Europe and even in larger cities. The 
city of Gent, in Belgium, is famous for its pedestrian zone as well as its new 
low emission zone. Both areas cover a large part of the city center and have 
led to remarkable increase of air quality and use of alternative mode of 
transportation (bike, foot, public transport). 

target16 :  1 00% low em iss ions  publ ic  bus  fleet

gent

dublin

Netherlands

target15 :  75% of  the  c ity center  i s  pedestr ian
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Dublin decided to change its public bus fleet to 100% low emissions vehicles.

The Netherlands set up the goal of 100% of zero-emissions standard for new 
buses. Today, around 80% of buses in the country are already electric vehicles. 

https://www.simagazin.com/en/si-urban-en/topics-urban/urban/gent-the-car-free-city/
https://www.transportenvironment.org/discover/netherlands-leads-the-way-on-new-electric-buses-analysis/


t.17
The Flemish pact adopted the target of 1 charging point per 100 citizens to 
support the development of Electric Vehicles (EVs).

Flemish 

pact

Norway is the current leader in Europe when it comes to EVs, as the country 
aims to have a zero-emission car fleet by 2025. The country has the highest 
density of charging points: 18,000 all over the country. In Oslo, there are 5.47 
EV charging points per square kilometer, which represent almost 4 charging 
points for 1,000 inhabitants. 

norway

target  1 7 :  1  EV  charg ing  po int  per  100  c it izens

Tang i b l e  targ ets 17

https://www.uswitch.com/electric-car/ev-charging/european-capitals-best-density-ev-charging-stations/
https://www.uswitch.com/electric-car/ev-charging/european-capitals-best-density-ev-charging-stations/
https://www.uswitch.com/electric-car/ev-charging/european-capitals-best-density-ev-charging-stations/
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4t.18 1 00%  of  school  l i ght ing   

i s  sw itched  to  LED                  1 9  

G r enob l e                                 1 9  

b e l g i um                                   1 9  

t . 1 9 1  commun ity  renewable  energy  

project  per  500  i nhab itants     1 9  

t h e  F l em i s h  pact                        1 9  

Va l enc i a                                  1 9  

t . 20 1 00%  of  the  park ing  areas  are  

covered  by  PV  panels              2 0  

G r enob l e                                 2 0  

f ranc e                                   2 0  

t . 2 1 1 00%  of  the  publ i c  bu i ld i ng  

stock  i s  equ i pped  w ith  solar  

collectors                            2 0  

E U                                         2 0  

p o land                                   2 0  

t . 22 The  energy  poverty  rate   

i s  down  to  5%                         2 1  

Va l enc i a                                  2 1  

B o l ogna                                  2 1  

t . 23 At  least  30%  of  the  pr ivate  

bu i ld ing  stock  i s  equ i pped  w ith  

heat  pumps  after  renovat ion    2 1  

e u                                         2 1  

i ta ly                                      2 1

Energy product ion  

and  consumpt ion



t.18

t.19

The Citizen Covenant for Climate of Grenoble advices to switch all the lights 
in schools to LED lighting. 

Grenoble

In Belgium, major progress has been achieved on school lighting since 2021. 
The province of Antwerp as well as some other local Belgium schools decided 
to adopt LED lighting. Research shows that LED lighting has many advantages, 
including improved focus.

As an energy related measure, the Flemish pact proposed to have one energy 
community per 500 inhabitants by 2030. 

target  19 :  1  commun ity renewable  energy 

project  per  500  inhab itants

Valencia has committed to similar goals in its roadmap. The city aims to 
develop one energy community per neighborhood. The first energy community 
in the district of Castellar L’Oliveral was launched at the beginning of 2023. 

belgium

Flemish 

pact

Valencia

target  18 :  1 00% of  school  l ight ing  

i s  switched  to  LED
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https://northsearegion.eu/2imprezs/news/raising-awareness-and-supporting-belgian-schools-in-their-switch-to-led-lighting/
https://energy-cities.eu/how-to-make-sure-energy-communities-thrive-in-your-city/


t.20

t.21

The Covenant in Grenoble mentions that 100% of eligible parking roofs should 
be covered by PV panels. 

Grenoble

An interesting regulation has been set up in France in 2022: all large parking 
lots (over 80 vehicles) have to be covered with solar panels. This regulation is 
a great help to accomplish such goal. 

Inspired by the EU City Calculator, a new goal for decarbonized districts is to 
install solar collectors in public buildings. 

target  2 1 :  1 00% of  the  publ ic  bu i ld ing  stock 

i s  equ ipped  with  solar  collectors  

A best practice concerning solar collectors has been reported in Poland. The 
Wisloka River Basin Association has installed solar collectors for heating 
domestic water in homes of over 8,000 families and in public buildings, in 
about 22 municipalities, between 2012 and 2017. 

france

eu

poland
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target  20 :  1 00% of  the  park ing  areas  

are  cov ered  by PV  panels

P
carpark

https://theconversation.com/frances-plan-for-solar-panels-on-all-car-parks-is-just-the-start-of-an-urban-renewable-revolution-194572
https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/2019/poland-lights-way-municipal-solar-energy-projects


t.22

t.23

Tackling energy poverty in Europe is a priority and Valencia knows it. The city 
decided to reduce the energy poverty rate in the city to less than 5% and to 
not tolerate it in the case of rehabilitated buildings. Valencia

To fight energy poverty, the city of Bologna has focused on local energy 
communities with its pilot project, GECO (Green Energy Community), which 
involves various stakeholders. The project aims to generate a low carbon economy 
cycle in the district of Pilastro-Roveni, increase renewable energy production, self-
consumption, training, and promote behavioral changes in the community.

The EU City Calculator proposes that cities increase the installation of heat 
pumps in private buildings. We believe that for this action to be relevant and 
efficient, buildings should be renovated beforehand.

target  23 :  At  least  30% of  the  pr ivate  bu i ld ing  

stock  i s  equ ipped  with  heat pumps  after  renovat ion  

To speed up the development heat pumps, the Italian government decided in 
2020 to allow a “superbonus” for decarbonization of residential homes as part 
of the Recovery and Resilience Plan. For the purchase of a heat pump, Italians 
are receiving a 110% refund from the government, via annual tax breaks. This 
win-win initiative has made Italy one of the countries in Europe with the most 
installed heat pumps.

Bologna

eu

italy

target  22 :  The  energy pov erty rate  i s  down to  5%
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https://geco.green/en/desprenoi.html
https://www.renewableenergymagazine.com/geothermal/italian-superbonus-is-one-of-the-most-20200818
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5
Biodiv ers ity

t.24 one  add it i onal  natural  park   

per  1 , 0 00  c i t i zens                   2 3  

t h e  F l em i s h  pact                       2 3  

U tr e cht                                  2 3  

t . 25 0 . 5  hedged  or  façade  gardens  

per  c i t i zen                            2 3  

t h e  F l em i s h  pact                       2 3  

B e l g i um                                   2 3  

t . 26 1 00%  of  the  wetlands   

are  restored                         2 4  

U n i t e d - K i n gdom                         2 4  

L a  R och e l l e                             2 4  

t . 27 one  add it i onal  tree   

per  c i t i zen  by  2030                 2 4  

t h e  F l em i s h  pact                       2 4  

V i l n i us                                   2 4



t.24

t.25

Mentioned in the Flemish pact, the target of 1 new natural park per 1,000 
citizens would help green our cities, favoring biodiversity and fighting against 
heat islands. 

Flemish 

pact

Creating new natural park is a good way to add greenery in cities. The city of 
Utrecht in the Netherlands is making significant progress. As part of its Green 
city accord, the city will add 75m2 of greenery for every household, meaning 
that 40% of every neighborhood will be green. 

Another great target from the Flemish pact is to create  
0.5 hedged or façade gardens per citizen by 2030.

target  25 :  0 . 5  hedged  or  facade  gardens  per  c it izen

In the same country, an interesting initiative has been launched in October 2022: 
Vertical gardens. EUR 500,000 will be allocated from the King Baudouin 
Foundation, to create green facades on public buildings in Belgium. Eleven 
projects have been selected, including the CHU Saint-Pierre hospital in Brussels.

utrecht

Flemish 

pact

belgium

target  24 :  one  add it ional  natural  park  

per  1 , 000  c it izens  
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/green-city-accord-focus-utrecht-2022-12-20_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/green-city-accord-focus-utrecht-2022-12-20_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/green-city-accord-focus-utrecht-2022-12-20_en
https://www.brusselstimes.com/308170/vertical-gardens-e500000-to-create-green-facades-on-public-buildings


t.26

t.27

The Climate Assembly of the United Kingdom decided to tackle the question 
of wetlands and peatlands and recommended to restore and manage all such 
lands sustainably.

united 

kingdom

In the French city of La Rochelle, the conservation of the surrounding 
marshlands is set as one of the main goals of their “Zero carbon territory 
strategy”. The city aims to protect its coastal territory and to develop its 
resilience, also counting on its wetlands to act as carbon sinks.

Another target of the Flemish pact is to plant one extra tree per citizen. The 
trees should promote the diversity of species, with an emphasis on species 
resistant to climate change.

target  27 :  one  add it ional  tree  per  c it izen  by 2030

The city of Vilnius in Lithuania has created the “Green Wave initiative” as part 
of its green city accord. The initiative aims to plant 100,000 trees, 10 million 
shrubs and 300,000 vines within the next few years.

La Rochelle

Flemish 

pact

Vilnius

target  26 :  1 00% of  the  wetlands  are  restored
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https://www.larochelle-zerocarbone.fr/nos-actions/travailler-les-puits-de-carbone
https://www.larochelle-zerocarbone.fr/nos-actions/travailler-les-puits-de-carbone
https://www.larochelle-zerocarbone.fr/nos-actions/travailler-les-puits-de-carbone
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/green-city-accord-focus-vilnius-2022-12-07_en
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6
Circular  

economy 

t.28 one  tool  l i brary   

per  ne i ghborhood                   2 6  

Nant es                                   2 6  

L ondon                                   2 6  

t . 29 one local currency per region  26  

G r enob l e                                 2 6  

B e l g i um                                   2 6  

t . 30 one  repa ir  café   

per  ne ighborhood                    27  

G r enob l e                                 2 7  

amst erdam                               2 7



t.28

t.29

In Nantes, citizens called for the development of a tool library as part of the 
measures to develop a circular economy within the territory.

nantes

Since 2014, London’s “Library of things” initiative has largely inspired cities 
around Europe and could be further disseminated. A similar project dubbed 
“Zero” was developed in several cities throughout Italy. 

The Covenant of Grenoble advocates the support of local and complementary 
currency to the Euro in the city. As a good tool to support local and circular 
economy, we could imagine the creation of many more local currencies to 
reach the target of 1 local currency per region.

target  29 :  one  local  currency per  reg ion  

More than 75% of the communes in Brussels and Wallonia have a local 
currency in 2021. The latest report on this topic found 17 local and 
complementary currencies, representing the equivalent of more than EUR 1,2 
million in circulation in Belgium. 

london

grenoble

belgium
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target  28 :  one  tool  l i brary per  ne ighborhood   

https://www.libraryofthings.co.uk/why
https://www.financite.be/fr/article/monnaies-citoyennes


t.30
The citizens of Grenoble advocate to develop one repair café in each 
neighborhood for everyone to have the opportunity to repair their belongings 
and offer them a second life. grenoble

The first repair café was born in Amsterdam, at the initiative of the journalist 
Martine Postma who founded the Repair Café International Foundation. Most 
of such initiatives are based in the Netherlands, with more than 100 repair 
cafes  in the region of Amsterdam alone.

amsterdam

target  30 :  one  repa ir  cafe  per  ne ighborhood  
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https://www.repaircafe.org/en/


no 
advertising
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7Awareness-ra is ing  

and  prev ent ion  

t.31 one  eff i c i ent  commun icat ion  

system  to  warn  c i t i zens  i n  case  

of  cl imate  emergenc i es            2 9  

G r enob l e                                 2 9  

U n i t e d - K i n gdom                         2 9  

t . 32 I ncrease  env ironmental   

and  energy  awareness  among  

c i t i zens  by  50%                      2 9  

Va l enc i a                                 2 9  

Barc e l ona                               2 9  

t . 33 No  more  advert is i ng  boards  

i n  the  publ i c  space                 3 0  

G r enob l e                                 3 0  

Nant es                                   3 0

climate
change 
& renewable 
solutions

climatechange & renewable solutions



t.32

t.31
The Citizen Covenant for Climate of Grenoble proposed that the municipality 
creates an efficient system to communicate with citizens (e-mails, SMS…) to 
warn them about climate emergencies of all kinds: floods, water or electricity 
restrictions, fires…

grenoble

In the United-Kingdom, the local government associations have published a 
very complete guide on communicating during extreme weather. It includes a 
number of best practices for local authorities to use established efficient 
systems, based on the experience of various municipalities in dealing with 
extreme events.

In its roadmap, the Spanish city of Valencia declared its will to increase citizen 
awareness on environmental and energy issues, as well as the knowledge of 
good habits by 50% by 2030. This target is connected to the training that the 
city wants to provide, especially concerning the right to energy. 

target  32 :  I ncrease  env ironmental  and   

energy awareness  among c it izens  by 50%

This goal refers to the UN Sustainable goal on climate action, on improving 
education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on climate 
change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning. In Spain, 
the City Council of Barcelona is coordinating a related project that plans to 
use schools as climate shelters. The project has a strong pedagogical 
dimension, aiming at changing school governance and empowering students 
to take actions on climate change related issues. 

united 

kingdom

valencia

barcelona

target  3 1 :  one  eff ic i ent  commun icat ion  system 

to  warn c it izens  in  case  of  cl imate  emergenc ies
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climatechange & renewable solutions

https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/guide-communicating-durin-fbc.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13
https://uia-initiative.eu/en/news/cultivating-school-culture-climate-action-barcelona-example


t.33
Grenoble is famous in France for its ban on public advertisements in the 
streets. A total of 326 billboards have been withdrawn as the result of a strong 
policy led by the Mayor Eric Piolle since 2015. grenoble

France stands as the frontrunner of advertising ban in Europe. Following 
Grenoble, the city of Nantes has very recently banned most electronic billboards. 
In January 2023, more than 110 billboards were removed. At the national level, 
the new climate law includes a ban of the promotion of fossil fuels. 

nantes

target  33 :  No  more  adv ert is ing  boards  

in  the  publ ic  space
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advertising

no 
advertising

https://www.marketplace.org/2023/03/06/french-cities-are-banning-billboards/
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