
 

Dear President of the European Commission von der Leyen,​
Dear President of the European Council Costa,​
Dear President of the European Parliament Metsola,​ ​ ​ ​ ​              
EU Heads of Government and State,​
Political Group Leaders in the European Parliament, 

We write to you as mayors and regional leaders across Europe at a time of 
unprecedented overlapping challenges. As highlighted by Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, “the status quo is no longer an option.” We can afford neither 
business-as-usual, nor untapped local and regional potential – our towns, cities and 
regions are engines of job creation, competitiveness, and resilience. In moments of 
uncertainty and disruption, there can be a tendency to default to more centralised 
approaches.  We believe that such responses are not suited to addressing the complex, 
fast-evolving, and interconnected nature of today’s and tomorrow’s challenges. In this 
combined spirit of urgency and partnership, we call for fundamentally strengthening the 
European Union’s collaboration with its local and regional governments. 

Local and regional governments are not just implementers at the end of the chain – we 
are crucial policymakers, problem solvers, first and last responders, and major investors 
in Europe’s future. We invest billions in sustainable infrastructure, renewable energy, and 
public services—driving climate adaptation, clean energy, housing, and innovation hubs 
that shape Europe’s future. When floods strike, wildfires rage, or refugees need shelter, 
we respond first and serve as the last resort when others fall short. The signatory cities 
and regions of this letter alone represent over 47 million citizens and over 1,8 million 
employees. Today, local governments account for more than 50% of total public 
investments, and about 60% of climate related public investments in the EU, doubling 
climate earmarking of the current EU budget. Our investment potential in key sectors 
such as energy, transport, circular economy and buildings are key to create lead markets 
for European clean industry. 

Simply put, cities and regions are where the European project meets people. If a policy 
doesn’t work in our regions, cities and towns, it will not work at all. Today, however, local 
and regional voices are often confined to ad-hoc consultations or after-the-fact feedback; 
rarely are we truly involved in co-designing the policies that we are ultimately to 
implement. 

We therefore call on you to work with us towards effective governance rooted in shared 
responsibility to meet the needs of the European citizens and businesses. The 
transformative changes Europe needs – whether decarbonisation, competitiveness, 
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resilient infrastructure and energy decentralisation, housing, digital innovation, or social 
inclusion – are possible only if local and regional governments are fully engaged with the 
mandate, recognition, and resources to act. We stand ready to leverage our investments, 
share our ground-level experience and work toward a new partnership across all levels of 
government. No single level – European, national, regional or local – can succeed alone, 
and the EU must unlock the potential of our towns, cities, and regions. It will make our 
governance structures more efficient, more democratic and strengthen the trust between 
citizens, local, regional, national and EU leaders.  

As local and regional leaders, we stand ready to shoulder our share of responsibility in 
achieving Europe’s long-term objectives. Building on the subsidiarity principle of the 
European Treaties and existing structures, we must give towns, cities and regions a seat 
at the table - in the planning, implementation and evaluation of EU programmes and 
policies - to substantially enhance Europe's ability to address needs better and faster.  

For this reason, we call on the European Commission, the Council, and the Parliament to 
acknowledge local and regional governments as key partners, and establish structured, 
permanent dialogues with local and regional governments from the start – in agenda 
setting, policy co-design, financing and implementation. We urge the Commission to turn 
its “implementation dialogues” into genuine multilevel partnership that engage all levels of 
government, and to embed feedback from local and regional level throughout the 
legislative process to ensure more effective, grounded measures and avoid costly 
unintended consequences.  

In the same spirit, we are calling upon our Member States to establish structured and 
permanent multilevel dialogues (already foreseen in EU legislation such as in the 
Governance Regulation) to coordinate policy development, implementation and financing. 
These dialogues build trust, identify issues early, enable mid-course corrections, and 
ensure EU initiatives deliver results in every community. As negotiations on the next EU 
budget take shape, multilevel governance must become a guiding principle to ensure that 
funding priorities reflect local and regional needs and that implementation is effective on 
the ground. 

By untapping the full potential of multilevel governance, towns, cities and regions can 
accelerate project delivery, improve investment quality, and boost public trust in European 
efforts. This will also uphold our democratic values by ensuring European decisions are 
shaped with the people, not just for them. 

We are dedicated to creating a Europe that works for all. The challenges before us are 
significant, but so is our collective capacity to overcome them when all governance levels 
work side by side. 

Yours sincerely, 

https://feature.cor.europa.eu/soteulocal2024


 

SIGNATORIES 

​
Katrin Stjernfeldt Jammeh, Mayor of Malmö, Sweden and ICLEI President 

Martin W. W. Horn, Mayor of Freiburg, Germany and ICLEI Europe President 

Lasse Frimand Jensen, Mayor of Aalborg, Denmark 

Lene Conradi, Mayor of Asker Municipality, Norway 

Jaume Collboni, Mayor of Barcelona, Spain 

Pit Clausen, Lord Mayor of Bielefeld, Germany 

Katja Dörner, Lord Mayor of Bonn, Germany 

Ronald Van Meygaarden, Mayor of Boxtel, The Netherlands 

Ricardo Bruno Rio, Mayor of Braga, Portugal 

Dan Ghiță, Deputy Mayor of Brașov, Romania 

Cornelia Petzold-Schick, Lord Mayor of Bruchsal, Germany 

Gergely Karácsony, Mayor of Budapest, Hungary 

Carlos Carreiras, Mayor of Cascais, Portugal 

Lars Weiss, Lord Mayor of Copenhagen, Denmark 

Károly Romhányi, Mayor of Gerjen, Hungary 

Mathias De Clercq, Mayor of Ghent, Belgium and President of Eurocities 

Jonas Attenius, Mayor of Gothenburg, Sweden 

Elke Kahr, Mayor of Graz, Austria 

Eric Piolle, Mayor of Grenoble, France 

Domingos Bragança, Mayor of Guimarães, Portugal 

Alexander Vogt, Lord Mayor of Halle (Saale), Sachsen-Anhalt, Germany 

Eckart Würzner, Lord Mayor of Heidelberg, Germany 

Clément Pecqueux, Deputy Mayor in Charge of Environmental Transition of Ivry-Sur-Seine, 
France 

Vassilis Papaefstathiou, Deputy Mayor of Strategic Planning and Climate Neutrality of Kalamata, 
Greece 

Johan Persson, Mayor of Kalmar, Sweden 

Sven Schoeller, Lord Mayor of Kassel, Germany 

Ioannis Ntoumos, Mayor of Municipality of Katerini, Greece 



 

Ioannis Kokkaliaris, Mayor of Kozani, Greece 

Dominik Geißler, Lord Mayor of Landau in der Pfalz, Germany 

Tuomo Sallinen, Mayor of Lappeenranta, Finland 

Athanasios Mamakos, Mayor of Larissa, Greece 

Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas, Mayor of Lisbon, Portugal 

Dejan Crnek, Deputy Mayor of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Jörg Lutz, Lord Mayor of Lörrach, Germany 

Vítor Aleixo, Mayor of Loulé, Faro District, Portugal 

Matthias Knecht, Lord Mayor of Ludwigsburg, Germany 

Anders Almgren, Executive Mayor of Lund, Sweden 

Christian Specht, Mayor of Mannheim, Germany 

Fabien Pérez, Municipal Councilor on European Funds of Marseille, France 

Luísa Maria Neves Salgueiro, Mayor of Matosinhos, Portugal 

Massimo Mezzetti, Mayor of Modena, Italy 

Dominik Krause, Second Mayor of Munich, Germany 

Joaquín Requena Requena, Mayor of Navas de San Juan, Spain 

Jens Fondy-Langela, Mayor of Neuenburg am Rhein, Germany 

Carlo Masci, Mayor of Pescara, Italy 

Peđa Grbin, Mayor of Pula, Croatia 

Hannes Loth, Mayor of Raguhn-Jeßnitz, Germany 

Gertrud Maltz-Schwarzfischer, Lord Mayor of Regensburg, Germany 

Chantal Zeegers, Deputy Mayor of Rotterdam, The Netherlands 

Evelina Fahlesson, Deputy Mayor of Skellefteå, Sweden 

Tormod Losnedal, Mayor of Stavanger, Norway 

Jevgeni Ossinovski, Mayor of Tallinn, Estonia 

Andreas Brohm, Mayor of Tangerhütte, Germany 

Urmas Klaas, Mayor of Tartu, Estonia 

Ilona Szűcsné Posztovics, Mayor of Tatabánya, Hungary 

Dovydas Kaminskas, Mayor of Taurage District Municipality, Lithuania 

Nikolaos Sakkas, Mayor of Trikala, Greece 



 

Piia Elo, Mayor of Turku, Finland 

Alberto Felice De Toni, Mayor of Udine, Italy 

Stefan Fassbinder, Lord Mayor of Universitäts- und Hansestadt Greifswald, Germany 

Susanne Schilderman, Deputy Mayor of Utrecht, The Netherlands 

José Manuel Ribeiro, Mayor of Valongo, Portugal 

Pekka Timonen, Mayor of Vantaa, Finland 

Malin Lauber, Mayor of Växjö, Sweden 

René Schernikau, Mayor of Verbandsgemeinde Arneburg-Goldbeck, Germany 

Maider Etxebarria, Mayor of Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain 

Floor Vermeulen, Mayor of Wageningen, The Netherlands 

Jakub Mazur, Deputy Mayor of Wrocław, Poland 

Kata Tüttő, President Of The European Committee Of The Regions 

Gunn Marit Helgesen, President of The Norwegian Association of Local and Regional 
Governments, in his capacity as the President of CEMR 

Marc Serra Solé, Deputy President for Climate Action and Energy Transition of Barcelona 
Province, Spain 

Pia Imbs, President of Eurométropole de Strasbourg, France 

Hubert Bruls, Chairman of The Board of Green Metropolitan Region Arnhem-Nijmegen, The 
Netherlands 

Christophe Ferrari, Président of Grenoble Alpes Métropole, France 

Tuija Telén, Regional Mayor of Helsinki Uusimaa Region, Finland 

Costel Alexe, President of the Iași County Council, Romania 

Alexander Boto, General Director, Ihobe, Basque Country, Spain 

Jonas Andersson, Chairman of the Regional Council of Jämtland Härjedalen Region, Sweden 

Esther Rommel, Elected Regional Minister of province of Noord-Holland, The Netherlands 

Anders Öberg, Regional Councillor of Norrbotten Region, Sweden 

Carole Delga, President of the Occitanie/Pyrénées – Méditerranée Region, France 

Garrelt Duin, Regional Director at Ruhr Regional Association, Germany 

Anna Jähnke, Chair of the Regional Development Committee in Skåne Region, Sweden 

Jonny Lundin, President of the Regional Development Committee, Västernorrland Region, 
Sweden 



 

Marek Woźniak, President of the Wielkopolska Region, Poland 

Jo-Annes De Bat, Provincial Executive of the Province of Zeeland, The Netherlands 
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